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VICTORIA, BC – Known as the ‘banana belt’ of Canada, Victoria has all the ingredients for growing food just about 
anywhere, and the City is looking at how, and where, to grow more. 
 
This summer, all topics related to growing food in the Capital City, are on the table. Everything from community 
gardens and allotment gardens, boulevards and balcony gardens, as well as pilot programs for growing fruit and nuts 
are being discussed as part of an effort to increase supply of local, fresh, affordable food, while maximizing and 
enhancing public space. 
  
The ingredients for getting things growing: 20 square kilometers of land and 83,000 residents, 60% residents who 
rent, and a city with a median household income of approximately $46,000.  Stir in an average of 2,183 hours of 
sunshine a year and 66 centimetres of rain and there is high potential to see local food production increase.  
  
Photo opportunity: 
 
What: Councillors Jeremy Loveday and Ben Isitt will join City staff for the weekly harvest of veggies from a new 
rooftop garden.  
 
In an effort to learn more about container gardening, five weeks ago a rooftop garden was installed. With the produce 
harvested each week, staff participate in “Food from the Roof” cooking competitions, such as the Chard Bombard and 
Cool as a Cucumber. 
 
When:   TODAY 9:30 a.m. on Monday, July 13.   
Where:  Please ring the bell at 633 Pandora Avenue 
  
Enhancing local food systems is a strategic objective set by City Council this year.  The first step is reaching out to the 
community to better understand what is already working and what can be done differently. 
  
By next spring a map of City-owned lands that could be used for food production will be available, along with 
recommendations on how to support small-scale commercial urban farming in Victoria.  Guidelines for community 
gardening, boulevard gardening, and fruit and nut trees will also be developed.  
  
There are currently 11 community gardens in Victoria, two pilot community orchards and one pilot boulevard nut tree 
project. Our Place also maintains an edible garden in Centennial Square in partnership with the City. A long-term vision 
for food systems is included in the Official Community Plan and grants are available for local organizations to support 
food-related education and skills training. 
   



 
Seed Your Ideas: 
 
The City of Victoria will be harvesting ideas at Moss Street Market on Saturday, July 25 and Oaklands Community 
Market on Wednesday, July 29. An online survey is available at www.haveyoursay.com and residents can tweet ideas 
to #growinginthecity or email parks@victoria.ca.   
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For More Information: 
Katie Hamilton, Director of Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning 
Office: 250.361.0210,  Mobile: 250.217.8343 
 

 


